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Long time Pembroke Resident Ken Jones Finds a True Home 

Ken has lived in the Pembroke community for over 25 years and has received supports from Community Living Upper 

Ottawa Valley (CLUOV) since moving to the area.  Over the years he has tried a number of living options, from group 

living to supported independent living, but now he has truly found his real home with Nelia and her family.   

With the generosity of Renfrew County United Way funding, CLUOV developed a marketing plan to promote our 

“Family Home” program.  Kens new family home was a direct result of their support. 

Planning with people to create a home of their own is a passion for CLUOV service coordinator Donna Locke. The 

process that Donna takes people through is extensive and very thorough which ends with positive results.  Traditionally 

group homes and smaller apartment living were the only choices available.  “Family Home Program” opportunities are 

few and far between. Finding people in the community who will provide homes for adults with developmental disabilities 

is understandably challenging as it is certainly not for just any family or individual, conversely it can be very rewarding. 

Nelia has provided care and support for a number of years but has only become a “Family Home” provider in the past 

year. As Nelia’s children were starting to move away for their schooling Nelia had empty rooms in her home as well as a 

want for a roommate.  Even before Ken moved into Nelia’s home he always joined the family for special holidays as well 

as trips to Kingston and Ottawa to visit Nelia’s daughters. 

 “Ken is an asset to this house”, Nelia explains to me.  Since he moved in with us everyone continues to do the things they 

enjoy doing; Nelia exercises at the local gym four times a week, she continues to take long walks with her dogs and while 

Nelia is at her daytime job Ken interacts and shares a portion of his day with Celina, Nelia’s daughter who with his help 

prepares some of the family’s meals.  He enjoys sharing in the responsibility of looking after the family’s dogs and 

because he doesn’t like things out of place he is usually found picking things up and placing them in their proper places.  

Ken has a great memory particularly for times and dates, no one misses an appointment with Ken there to remind them. 

Ken is in his late 50’s and when you are with him he fills the room with his wonderful smile and immediately 

becomes part of the conversation.  He is a very dedicated Ottawa Senator’s fan as you will see in the “Family 

Home” video produced by Community Living. The family is delighted that Ken now lives with them and he is 

thriving in of his new “Family Home”. To view this video please visit http://youtu.be/JJ9tVBqsEw8 

If you are interested in the idea of providing a home for someone with a developmental disability, or can provide some 

respite for families who do this, please contact Community Upper Ottawa Valley or call 613-735-0659for more 

information.  

 

Family Home Video:  CLICK HERE 
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