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Inspiring Possibilities

Community Living Receives Funding to
Address Waiting Lists

Community Living is proudly moving forward into

spring with the opportunity to provide new supports

and services in our newest home on Macy Street in
Pembroke.

T his home is part of a new initiative we are excited to

be leading and is funded through MCSS. This exciting
growth and support opportunity is a direct result of the :
Mini stryds commitment to addr
lists in our county, specifically those who have been
identified as being most urgently in need.

Macy Street Home

I n April, we will welcome two women into our supports when they move into their new home. A
dynamic team is coming together and is already very involved in the transitional planning needs of
both women so that we can assist them in a self-directed manner. Their preferences and ideas are
shaping the decorating and functioning of their soon to be home. A new Supervisor, Sharon Leskinen,
has been hired to lead the team. Community Living welcomes her years of experience and training.

This is an occasion for Community Living to create
employment opportunities, welcome individuals who are
in need of new and innovative supports and to promote

inclusive communities and neighbourhoods.

C ommunity Living in the Upper Ottawa Valley is thrilled to be in a unique position to offer these
supports to our new community members and look forward to welcoming three more individuals
into services in the near future. We are committed to supporting these individuals to participate actively
in their hometown and all of the growth and opportunity that new beginnings bring.

Happy Spring from everyone at Macy St




Inclusion ~ daughter

teaches Mom about true inclusion

Yvonne Kendal describes herself as an
6ol der Mo md . 0 When 1
kindergarten | was in my forties,
compared t o t he ot h

ol der o, states Yvonneg.

who is now a 1st year student at
Algonquin College in the Social Service
Worker Program commented as part of a
discussion board assignment in Evelyn
Cull etonds cl ass. Th
Education. Yvonne wrote in her
assignment that she would like to share a
story which happened when her little girl
was in kindergarten. Yvonne continues
t he storyé. my daught
bubbly one day about a new friend she
had made at school. Since | had made it
a point to get to know as many of her
classmates as possible, | was quite
puzzled when time after time my
daughter would describe her friend and |
coul dnot seem to pl ac
in my mind. As time went on, | finally
figured out who the 0
my daughter her classmate and friend at
school was just an ordinary playmate,
when | made the connection however |
saw a little girl in a wheelchair who had
an intellectual disability. Not once did
my daughter who was completely
frustrated that | could not figure out
who her new classmate was, describe the
child as having a disability or being in a
wheelchair. Not even close. To my
daughter this little girl was just another
classmate. Inclusive education does
work. My only regret is that | myself did
not get an opportunity to be educated in
an inclusive classroom. | grew up in a
di fferent generati on,
single student with a disability at the
school | attended. My daughter, has been
my biggest educator when it comes to
inclusion.
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Community Living Hosts Housing Symposium

The disabled population is the fastest growing minority in the world

On October 30th innovation in affordable housing was emphasized at the Innovative Housing Symposium
coordinated by Community Living. 90 people took part in the session that included guest speakers from across

the province. Attendees heard about universal housing design features and inclusive housing options.
Peterborough Housing Corporation general manager Darlene Cook shared a showcase of community
developments and how 600 housing units have been built in partnership with non  -profit and private developers.
Vivian Chih, a Corporate Representative for Canada Mor
Fundi ngdé i s dasygmadfhoasing. eOn th® CMHC website are other resources such as current Renfrew
County Housing market information to assist developers in producing winning proposals.

Among those who attended the symposium were, senior government representatives, support service providers,
housing providers, real estate agents, municipal officials and architects. While advocates continue to lobby for a

nati onal housing strategy with increased federal and
Recognizing there is less government money available for affordable housing projects, Chris Grayson, Executive
Director at Community Living would like to start work with our local and regional governments to come up with

plans to encourage private developers to create affordable housing units. If the largest growth market in the
world is the disabilitgcmask mbdudingdegighs ti me to think 0
Feedback received from the symposium indicates participants want to move forward and Community Living

Upper Ottawa Valley along with the other attendees plans to do just that.
Feedback included comment s i
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knowi ng that there i s a m
oThank you and congratul a
on a very [ nformative and
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Linda Pedersen
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Our friend Linda passed away peacefully at the Pembroke Regional Hospital in
December 2014. Linda was a great friend to many at Community Living. Linda has
been especiall y missed by her dear frien
in the local community and had a special flare for shopping, dressing up and

wearing stylish hats. Linda will be missed by Moncion Riverside West, Value Village
and Dannyds Taxi. Lindabs memory will a

contributed to her care and support for a several years.
Join us at the end of May at our Memorial Garden Ceremony when we will pay tribute to Linda Pedersen.




Annual General Meeting News

Board Profile ~ Welcoming Bob Smith

Community Living welcomes our newest member of the Board of Directors Bob Smith. Bob
has been married to Deborah for 40 years and they have 2 daughters, who are both
teachers, and are proud grandparents of 3 grandsons. Bob moved from Ottawa to
Pembroke in 1973 as the Manager of Hodgins Lumber, and in 1976 this company was
bought out by Beaver Lumber. In 1982 Bob and his wife franchised the Beaver Lumber
Store here in Pembroke and in 1999 they joined Home Hardware. Bob built the new Home
Hardware store at its current location in 2006. Over the years in the Pembroke area, Bob
has been active in the Kinsmen Club and volunteers with the St. Vincent de Paul Society
which runs a soup kitchen at St. Columbkille Cathedral in Pembroke. Bob also
volunteered at the Breakfast Club at Holy Name Church while working and continues to do so, in addition he sits on the
Finance Committee at Holy Name Church.

Bob was invited in May to join the Board of Directors at Community Living, and after giving the invitation some thought
he decided this was another opportunity to give back to the community which has been so good to him over the years.
Welcome aboard Bob!

Participants in the
Livingo Awar eness
at the Annual General Meeting in June.

From the far left: Tabitha Pitchford,
Raina Flexhaug, Allan Garrah, Jesse
Crawford, Jeff Shand, Josh and Holly
Woermke.

Community Living is proud of the

quality of service provided through our
iStrongesto resourc
from Left: Jennette Surnoskie 10 years,
Bruce Felhaber 5 years, Grace Brum 35
years, Diane Mitchell 20 years,
Suzanne Dupuis 20 years, Stacey Law

5 years.

Missing: Suzie Desjarlais 25 years




